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F E M 09

ACCOLADES

A COMPETITIVE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

The First international Food Exhibition Mauritius 2009 (FEM09) was held from the 13th to 15th August 2009 
with the guest of honor for our opening ceremony as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and 
International Trade, Hon. Dr Arvind Boolell.

This event was fully supported and sponsored by various governmental and non-governmental bodies and 
organizations.

FEM09 received exhibitor participation from 10 other countries (Lebanon, Brazil, Egypt, India, Pakistan, Kuwait, 
Sri Lanka, Reunion Island, China, and Rodrigues) with a total of 56 exhibiting stalls. 

The visitor turnout was 2,000. Around 500 foreign and 1,000 local registered visitors were not able to attend 
due to breakout of A1H1 virus in August. 

The event was open for trade and business only for the 13th and 14th of August, whereas on 15th August it 
opened to the public.

A conference with international speakers was also organized during this exhibition.

Mauritius economic success is earning the island wide scale international recognition.

 In World Bank’s Doing Business Survey 2008 Mauritius ranks 1st in the African region and 17th out of 183  
 countries.
 The Heritage Foundation and Wall Street Journal rank Mauritius 18th over a total of 157 countries in their World  
 Index of Economic Freedom 2008. 
 In Global Competitiveness Index 2008-2009 of the World Economic Forum, Mauritius is ranked 57th in a list of  
 134 nations.
 In the AT Kearney Global Services Location Index 2007, the Mauritius global business platform is listed amongst  
 the world’s
 top 25.
 In the Global Corruption Perceptions Index 2008 Mauritius ranks 41st out of 180 countries.
 In the International Property Rights Index 2008 Mauritius ranks 39th out of 115 countries.
 In the Press Freedom Index 2007 Mauritius ranks 25th out of 157 countries.
 In the Democracy Index 2008 - Economist Intelligence Unit Mauritius ranks 26th out of 167 countries.

Mauritius offers both a low tax jurisdiction and competitively priced business costs. The Mauritius tax regime is 
one of the lowest in the world:
Corporate and income tax of 15% 
Tax free dividends 
No capital gains tax 
Up to 100% foreign ownership 
Exemption from customs duty on equipment 
Free repatriation of profits, dividends and capital 
No minimum foreign capital required 
50% annual allowance on declining balance for the purchase of electronic and computer equipment 
An extensive tax treaty network with several countries.




